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War Time Manufacturing 

 Americans converted 

their auto industry into a 

war industry 



Economic Conversion 











Financing the War 

 45% of World War II paid for with taxes 

 Institution of the automatic payroll deduction 

 $150 billion worth of bonds sold 

 Tremendous increase in the national debt: 

 Finding workers is now the problem, not finding 

jobs for unemployed people 

◦ Women 

◦ African-Americans 

◦ Minorities 

 







Social Effects: Women 

 6 million women entered 
the work force 

 “Rosie the Riveter” 

 Women’s Auxiliary Army 
Corps (WAAC) 

◦ Under this program women 
worked in non-combat roles 
such as nurses, ambulance 
drivers, radio operators, and 
pilots. 

 

 







Mobilization of Science  

 Office of Scientific Research and Development (OSRD) 
◦ Focus was on radar and sonar to locate submarines 

◦ Leads to the Manhattan Project 





Manhattan Project 

 The most important 
achievement of the OSRD 
was the secret 
development of the 
atomic bomb 

 Einstein wrote to FDR 
warning him that the 
Germans were attempting 
to develop such a weapon 

 The code used to 
describe American efforts 
to build the bomb was the 
“Manhattan Project”  







WAR PRODUCTION BOARD 

 To ensure the troops had 

ample resources, FDR 

created the WPB 



COLLECTION DRIVES 

 The WPB also organized 
nationwide drives to 
collect scrap iron, tin cans, 
paper, rags and cooking fat 
for recycling 

 Additionally, the OPA set 
up a system of rationing  

 Households had set 
allocations of scarce 
goods – gas, meat, shoes, 
sugar, coffee 









Social Effects: Japanese-Americans 

 Japanese “War 
Relocation Camps” 

 Racial prejudice stirred 
up by Pearl Harbor 

 Contributions to the 
war effort by Japanese-
Americans 





WAR IN EUROPE 



I.  Background 

 European war was the focus of American 

attention 

 Effectiveness of German submarines off the east 

coast in 1942 

 Germans advanced into the Soviet Union by 

1942. 



The Big Three 

The Big 
Three 

Winston 
Churchill 

England 

Franklin 
Roosevelt 

United 
States 

Joseph 
Stalin 

Soviet 
Union 





Battle of the Atlantic-Jan ‘42 



II.  Land Operations: November, 

1942-June, 1944 
 Landing in North Africa 

◦  “Operation Torch” 

 Casablanca Conference 
(January, 1943) 

◦ No end to the war without 
unconditional surrender of 
all enemies 

 Campaign against Germans in 
Sicily and then Italy 

◦ The Italian campaign 
(September, 1943-May, 1945) 

 











IV.  “D-Day”: Allied Landing in 

Northern France (June 6, 1944) 
 American Bombing strategy against Germany 

 “Operation Overlord” 





















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-weBUzQleo




https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuJpXPe0Nek


1944 Election 



Battle of the Bulge (Dec ’44-Feb ’45) 





April, 12 1945 











Siege of Berlin, Spring ‘45 





V-E Day May 8,1945 



LIBERATION OF DEATH      

  CAMPS 
 While the British and 

Americans moved 
westward into Germany, 
the Soviets moved 
eastward into German-
controlled Poland 

 The Soviets discovered 
many death camps that 
the Germans had set up 
within Poland 

 The Americans also 
liberated Nazi death 
camps within Germany  





WAR IN THE PACIFIC 



The Pacific Theater 

 The surrender of the 
Philippine Islands 

 Doolittle Raid (April, 1942) 

◦ Revenge for Pearl Harbor 

 Battle of Coral Sea (May, 
1942) 

◦ Aircraft Carriers 

 Battle of Midway Island (June, 
1942) 

 Battle of Guadalcanal (Fall, 
1942) 



The Pacific Theater (cont.) 

 Gen. Douglas Macarthur 

◦ Head General of the Pacific 

 Efforts to recapture the 

Philippines 

 Battle of Leyte Gulf 

(October, 1944) 

 Largest Naval battle of the 

war 

 “Island hopping” 

◦ Battle of the Philippine Sea 

(June, 1944) 









Pacific Theater (cont.) 

 Iwo Jima and Okinawa (1945) 

◦ Deadliest engagement of the pacific 

◦ 36,000 casualties at Iwo Jima 

  















Potsdam Conference, Summer ‘45 



Potsdam Declaration  



Atomic Bomb 

 Development and 

production of the A-bomb 

◦ Manhattan Project 

◦ Alternative to a land invasion 

could lead to 1 Million US 

casualties  



August 6, 1945 

HIROSHIMA 





August 9, 1945 
NAGASAKI 



III. Japan Surrenders 

 Sept 2, 1945 

◦ Victory in Japan Day 





POST WWII 



I. Yalta Conference 

 February 1945 

◦ as the Allies pushed toward victory in Europe, 

an ailing FDR met with Churchill and Stalin at 

the Black Sea resort of Yalta in the USSR 

 A series of compromises were worked 

out concerning postwar Europe 

 

 



II. Yalta Agreements 

 1) They agreed to divide Germany into 4 
occupied zones after the war 

 2) Stalin agreed to free elections in Eastern 
Europe 

 3) Stalin agreed to help  the U.S. in the war 
against Japan and to join the United Nations 
 



III. Nuremberg Trials 

 The discovery of Hitler’s death camps led the Allies to put 24 surviving Nazi 
leaders on trial for crimes against humanity, crimes against the peace, and war 
crimes 

 The trials were held in Nuremberg, Germany 

Herman Goering, Hitler's right-hand man and chief architect of 

the German war effort, testifies at his trial. He was found guilty 

of war crimes but avoided execution by swallowing potassium 

cyanide.  



IV. Occupation of Japan 

 Japan was occupied by U.S. forces under the command of General 
MacArthur 

 During the seven- year occupation, MacArthur reshaped Japan’s 
economy by introducing free-market practices that led to a 
remarkable economic recovery 

 Additionally, he introduced a liberal constitution that to this day is 
called the MacArthur Constitution 


