
VIETNAM WAR 
1957-1975 



Ike & Vietnam  

1954-61 



Intro…Review… 

• What was the Truman Doctrine? 

• The policy to help countries who are threatened by 

communism. 

• Who was President from 1947-1968? 

• Truman, Ike, JFK, & LBJ 

• How does the Truman Doctrine affect U.S. foreign policy? 

• The Truman Doctrine leads to a policy of containment. 



Domino Theory 



Origins… 

• 1950: 
• U.S. enters Vietnam struggle 

• U.S. sends $15 Billion in aid 
• Ho Chi Minh turns aggressive 

towards American assistance 

• 1954: 
• French lose to nationalist 

group, “Vietminh” 

• Changes to “Vietnam” in 1954 

• Division of Vietnam:  
• Geneva Convention splits 

Vietnam at the 17th Parallel 
• North: Communist 

• South: Anti-Communist  

 

• 1956:  
• Country wide elections 

suspended 

• 1957: 
• “Vietcong” forms in South 

Vietnam 
• Opposition group to Diem 

government 
 

 



North and South Vietnam 

• North Vietnam 

• Capital: Hanoi 

• Communist 

• Ho Chi Minh 

• South Vietnam 

• Capital: Saigon 

• Democratic-Republic 

• Ngo Dinh Diem 





JFK & Vietnam 

1961-63 



Vietnam Under JFK 

• JFK adopts Ike’s Domino Theory. 

• If South Vietnam falls, the rest of Southeast Asia will fall. 

• 1960-1963: Increase in Military Advisors 

• Train South Vietnamese army 

• 16,000 by 1963 

• Many in South Vietnam turn against Diem regime 

• Corrupt 

• Restriction of civil liberties 

 

 



Buddhist Monk burning himself to protest 

the Diem regime 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSjTNpyJMUo


JFK & Vietnam 

• JFK orders the 

overthrow and 

assassination of Diem 

• JFK assassinated 2 

weeks later 

• 1964 

• South Vietnam spirals 

into chaos  

 

http://web1.millercenter.org/flashtranscripts/loose-or-misc-files/1963_1104_jfk_vietnam_memoir.html


JFK’s Last Press Conference 11/14/63 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aa5k1fga7ew


LBJ & Vietnam 

1964-1968 



President Lyndon B. Johnson 

• “I’m not going to be the president that saw Southeast Asia 

go the way China went…” 

 



http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/lyndon-b-johnson/videos/lbj-gulf-of-tonkin-incident


1964 

• Tonkin Gulf Resolution, Aug 1964 

• LBJ used an incident that occurred in the Gulf of Tonkin to change 

U.S. policy & allow U.S. Troops to go into combat. 

• North Vietnamese ships allegedly fired upon U.S. warships 

• LBJ persuaded Congress that a military response was needed 

• Congress approves “Gulf of Tonkin” Resolution 

• Gave the President the right to take all necessary measures to ensure 

American interests in Vietnam 

• Highly Controversial 

• Use of full scale forces without Congressional approval of war as 

required by the Constitution.  

 



Escalating the War 



Escalating the War (Cont.) 

• 1965 

• U.S. begins to expand 

operations in Vietnam 

• Johnson issues 

“Operation Rolling 

Thunder” 

• Prolonged air attack 

against North Vietnam 

• B-52 Bombers 



Escalating the War (Cont.) 

• Fighting in the Jungle 

• Vietcong: 

• “Guerrilla” Tactics: Hit-and-run/ambush 

• Pose as civilians 

• Tunnels:  

• Terrain laced with booby traps, land mines laid by U.S. & Vietcong 

 



Escalating the War (Cont.) 

• U.S. wants to stop Vietcong from winning support of rural 

population 

• Use of New Weapons: 

• Napalm: gasoline-based bomb that sets fire to jungle 

• Agent Orange: leaf-killing, toxic chemical 

• Villagers go to cities, refugee camps:  

• 1967, over 3 million refugees 

 



LBJ & the Media 

• LBJ unable to express the 

reasoning or cause of the 

war. 

• Misinformation by the 

military 

• “Body Counts” 

• Credibility Gap 

• Fullbright Hearings  











Year of the Tet…1968… 

• Vietnamese Lunar New Year 

• Vietcong launch all-out surprise attack 

• Attack on all capitals and American bases in South Vietnam 

• Attack looked at as a disaster at home 

• Tet Offensive puts LBJ’s Vietnam policies in question  

• LBJ names new Secretary of State, Clark Clifford 

• Announces that the war is unwinnable 

• LBJ’s popularity drops 

• Declines to run for reelection in March, ‘68 

 



http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/tet-offensive








“If I lost Walter Cronkite…” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn4w-ud-TyE


March 4, 1968 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMnnxfUgPUg






1968 Democratic Primary 



June 6, 1968 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjaB2lKvYbM


August, 1968 DNC Convention 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUKzSsVmnpY


Richard Nixon 

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1968/vietnam


Election of 1968 



Nixon & Vietnam  

1969-74 



Vietnam Under Nixon 

• During the election, Nixon claimed to have a “secret plan” 

to end the war. 

• “Vietnamization” 

• Bringing troops home while increasing air attacks 

• Give South Vietnam money, aid, and military training 

• Same exact plan LBJ implemented during the summer of ‘68 

• Expansion of the war into Cambodia and Laos 

• Nixon’s Vietnamization plan brought massive protests 

across the country and on college campuses.  

 







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3K2N7FZSXc




Vietnam Under Nixon (Cont.) 

• 1970 

• Nixon sent U.S. troops into Cambodia  

• Leads to Kent State Massacre  

• Protest lead to 4 student deaths 

• US Senate Votes to repeal Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 











http://www.realclearhistory.com/video/2013/05/04/kent_state_massacre_and_aftermath.html




My Lai Massacre 

• 1971, Pentagon Papers Published 

• Memos that show mistakes & deceptions concerning the war. 

• American people learn full extent of the My Lai Massacre 

 













Nixon Doctrine & Peace Process 

• Nixon Doctrine: 

• Asian allies will receive U.S. help without ground forces. 

• Early 1972: 

• Nixon and Henry Kissinger conduct secret meetings with North 

Vietnam 

• Talks breaks down 

• Nixon orders largest bombing campaign of the war 

• After several weeks, North Vietnam agrees to an armistice 

 

 



• Paris Accords, 1973 

• Cease fire and a 

promise of free elections 

• U.S. troops stay until 

1975 

 





Ford & Vietnam 

1974-’75 



Fall of Saigon-April, 1975 

• South Vietnam Embassy evacuated in Saigon 

 



War Costs 1957-1975 

• 58,000 U.S. Soldiers killed in action 

• 118 Billion dollars 

• Hundreds of thousands of civilian casualties 

• Thousands of  “MIA/POW’s” are left in Vietnam 

• Changes American attitudes on war and U.S. Foreign 

Policy  


