The Great Depression and the New Deal 1929-1941
I.Period Focus

· Most Americans believed that the election of Herbert Hoover as President in 1928 would continue a decade of prosperity into the 1930s. This optimism quickly disappeared as quickly as Hoover became President. A prolonged slump in agriculture, industrial overproduction, high tariffs, and the stock market crash of October of 1929 all contributed to the worst economic depression in the nations’ history. By 1932, millions of Americans were out of work and suffering from the Great Depression. When Hoover’s best efforts to revive the economy proved unsuccessful, the nation tutned to a new President, Franklin D. Roosevelt and ultimately rejected the conservative philosophy of Laissez-Faire government with the introduction of the New Deal.

II. Essential Questions:

1. Does economic prosperity actually result from tax cuts and minimal government?

2. Was the Great Depression inevitable?

3. Was the New Deal an effective response to the depression? 

III.Key Concepts:

· Why economic change from prosperity to depression was trigged by the stock market crash of 1929.

· How political policy changed as result of the depression.

IV.People to Know:

· Note: you don’t have to identify these individuals. However, these are figures that you will be reading about and discussing in class.
· Hebert Hoover
· Al Smith
· Franklin D. Roosevelt
· Eleanor Roosevelt
· Alf Landon
· General Douglas MacArthur
· Father Charles Coughlin
· Huey Long
· Dorothea Lange
· Woody Guthrie
· John Steinbeck
· Frances Perkins
· Orson Wells

· Harold Ickes

· John Maynard Keynes

V. Vocabulary

· Price Supports

· Credit

· Buying on the Margin

· Speculation

· Black Tuesday

· Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA)

· Hawley-Smoot Tariff Act

· Bonus Army Marchers

· Dust Bowl

· Shanty-Town

· “Hoover-Villes”

· Soup-Kitchens

· Bread Lines

· Boulder Dan

· The Three R’s (Relief, Recovery, Reform)

· Reconstruction Finance Corporation

· Emergency Banking Acts

· Bank Holiday

· Fireside Chats

· Glass-Steagall Banking Act

· Federal Securities Act

· National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)
· Wagner Act

· Social Security Act
· “The Grapes of Wrath”
· “Of Mice and Men”

· Deficit Spending
· “Alphabet Soup”

· Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

· Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)

· Works Progress Administration (WPA)

· Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
· National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
· Securities and Exchange Committee (SEC)

· Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

· Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

· Schechter vs. United States
· Court Packing Plan
