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THE COLD WAR  



I. THE END OF WORLD WAR II 

• Essential Question(s): 

• What type of peace should be 

established with Germany and 

Japan? 

• What will post war Europe look like? 

• Will it be with the influence of the 

Soviet Union or the United States? 





I. IMPACT OF WWII 

Impact of 
WWII 

USA economy 
grows  

The world 
enters the 

Atomic Age 

Europe lays in 
ruins 

USA and USSR 
are lone super 

powers 



ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

• 1. Who is responsible for starting the Cold War? 

• 2. Why didn’t the Cold War ever turn “hot”? 

• 3. How did the Cold War challenge American 

values, at home and abroad? 

• 4. How did the Cold War contribute to the current 

unrest in the Middle East and Afghanistan? 

• 5. Is the Cold War still going on today? How? 



POST WWII 

1945-1950  





I. THE IRON CURTAIN DESCENDS 

• Because the: 

• 1.Soviets refused to 
allowed free elections in 

Poland 

• 2. U.S. refused to share 

the secrets of the Atomic 
Bomb 

• Stalin refused to withdraw 

troops in Eastern Europe. 

• Put Communists in control of 
Eastern European countries. 

• Travel, trade, and 

communication restricted. 



I. THE IRON CURTAIN DESCENDS 
(CONT). 

• Winston Churchill-1946 

• “From Settin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an Iron 

Curtain has descended across the Continent…” 



III. CONTAINMENT   

• George Kennan 

• “Mr. X” article 
• Discusses the growing threat of the Soviets. 

• Calls for the policy of Containment: 

• Policy aimed to stop the spread of Communism. 

 



II. TRUMAN DOCTRINE 

• Truman Doctrine-1947 

• Truman became worried 
about the spread of 

Communism in Eastern 

Europe 

• Influence countries with 
aid 
• Greece and Turkey 

 

 



IV. CONTAINMENT (CONT). 

• Marshall Plan-1948 

• United States leads an 
effort to rebuild Europe 

• George C. Marshall 

• Poor and desperate 

countries were the most 

likely candidates to fall to 

communism 

• Eastern Europe 

• Asia 

• 16 Billion Dollars 



MARSHALL PLAN 



CONTAINMENT 
 
• Truman 

Doctrine 
 

• Marshall Plan 
 

• NSC-68 
 

• Containment 
is the “jar” 
and the 
policies are 
the “lid” to 
the jar. 

 

 

 



V. THE BERLIN AIRLIFT 

• The Allies couldn’t 

agree on what to do 

with Germany 

• Instead of 4 zones now 

only 2 

• West-Democratic 

• East-Communist 

• Berlin is split into four 

quadrants: 

• Split between USA, 

USSR, France and 

England 



VI. THE BERLIN AIRLIFT (CONT). 

• Stalin blockades West Berlin, cutting off food and 

supplies. 

• He hoped the Allies would give up West Berlin 

• USA begins airlifting food, medicine and supplies into West 
Berlin. 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/C-54landingattemplehof.jpg


VII. NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT 

• North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (1949) 

• Members agree to  

mutual defense of 

one another. 

• United States, 

Canada, and 

Western Europe 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d3/NATO_flag.svg


VIII. NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT 
(CONT). 

• Warsaw Pact (1955) 

• Mutual defense 

treaty of Communist 

countries. 

•  Pushed by the USSR 

to compete with 

NATO. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%D0%92%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%88%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80_%D0%9B%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BF.jpg




RED SCARE 



HISS VS. NIXON 

• Alger Hiss 

• Government spy under FDR 

• Arrested and put on trial 

• Sentenced to four years in prison 

• Prosecutor is Rep. Richard Nixon (R-CA) 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/D82FC96A-77BA-4E5A-9861-C5F8D843A434


THE ROSENBERGS 

• The Rosenbergs 

• Julius and Ethel Rosenberg 

• Couple from New York 

• The two were accused of passing atomic secrets to the 
Soviets. 

• The two were convicted in 1953 of espionage and 

sentenced to the electric chair  

 



HUAC 

• The Loyalty Program  

• Soviet spies working in the 

U.S. 

• Republicans demanded a 

more stringent policy 

regarding Communist 

infiltration. 

• HUAC 

• House Un-American 

Activities Committee 

• House Committee which 

investigated alleged 

Communists 

• Richard Nixon, RFK, JFK all 

members at one point in 

time 

 



HUAC 

• “Are you now or have you ever been a member of 

the Communist Party?” 

• Hollywood Ten— 

• Writers, actors, directors and producers who accused of 
Communist ties 

• Many were “blacklisted” 





MCCARTHYISM 

• Senator Joseph McCarthy (R-WI) a strong 

anti-Communist activist 

• McCarthyism— 

• attacking suspected Communists without evidence 

• McCarthy claims Communists in State Department 

• Few Republicans speak out against McCarthy 



MCCARTHYISM (CONT). 

• McCarthy’s Downfall 
• 1954, McCarthy accuses 

members of U.S. Army 
• George C. Marshall 

• Televised hearings show him 

bullying witnesses 

• Loses public support; Senate 

condemns him for improper 

conduct 

 



https://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/620D1F5D-9F67-4EA8-BF01-2F9646000BC0


https://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/146E9FBF-7A1D-4CF9-A017-8AF43E2BE190


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWeZ5SKXvj8


1. Know your government. 

2. Know the issues before it. 

3. Keep up on foreign 

problems. 

4. Be tolerant of other races, 

religion, and nationalists. 

5. Practice your own religion. 
6. Read newspapers and 

magazines.  

7. Use your vote. 

8. Follow closely the actions of 
your elected 

representatives. 

9. Join political organizations 

10. Be America first 







PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, 1954 



IN GOD WE TRUST, 1957 



LOYALTY OATHS 



PART II –THE ATOMIC 
THREAT & KOREAN WAR 

1948-1953  



I. THE ATOMIC THREAT 

• “We have evidence that within recent weeks an 

atomic explosion occurred in the USSR.” 

• Harry S. Truman 

• Americans feared suffering the same fate as the 

residents of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

• Death, Radiation poisoning, Disfigurement, Mutation 

• Truman created the Federal Civil Defense 

Administration to create posters and information on 

how to survive a nuclear attack. 

• Truman approves the development of a more 

powerful bomb—hydrogen bomb 



TRINITY TEST, JULY 1945 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru2PWmGIoB8


OPERATION CROSSROADS 
SUMMER, 1946 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JvjmsU48TSc








II. THE ARMS RACE 

• 1949 

• Explodes 1st atomic 

bomb 

• 1953 

• Explodes 1st 

hydrogen bomb 

• 1954 

• ICBMs 

• 1945 

• explodes 1st atomic 

bomb 

• 1952 

• Explodes 1st 

hydrogen bomb 

• 1955 

• ICBMs   



THE ATOMIC THREAT (CONT). 

















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_QKv4tea6I








https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJXNdudcJrs












https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60


OCTOBER, 1961 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjnm3V0xYjI


CONTAINMENT IN ASIA 



III. CONTAINMENT IN ASIA 

 

 

• China – 1940s 

• China was a Democracy, 
but it was unstable. 

• Warlords controlled some 

parts; Communists 

controlled other parts. 

• China’s economy in 

turmoil post WWII 

• Communists take control 

of the government in 
1949 
• Mao Zedong 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/China%2C_Mao_%282%29.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mao.jpg


III. CONTAINMENT IN ASIA (CONT). 

• The Korean War 1950-1953 

• War between the Republic of Korea (South Korea) and the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) 

• After WWII, the Korean Peninsula was divided at the 38th 

Parallel 

• The North = Communist 

• The South = Capitalist/Republic 

• 1950-North Korea crosses 38th Parallel 

• President Truman uses emergency powers to protect South 

Korea from falling to the Communists. 

• United Nations Security Council votes to intervene and  

send troops  

• USA counts for 88% of foreign troops 



  





//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/93/DMZ_11.JPG
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Panmunjeom_DMZ.png






KIM JONG UN, KIM JONG IL,  
KIM IL SUNG 



KOREAN TITLES 

• Kim Jong Un (Supreme Leader) 

• Kim Jong IL (Dear Leader) 

• Kim IL Sung (Great Leader) 









IV: THE KOREAN WAR ENDS 

• The Korean War becomes a major topic in the 1952 

election. 

• Dwight D. Eisenhower vs. Adali Stevenson 

• “Ike” promises to get USA troops home and end the war 

• July 27, 1953: Korea is divided into two nations at 

the 38th parallel 

 
Number 

serving 

Battle 

Deaths 

Other 

Deaths 

Wounds not 

fatal 

USA 5,720,000 33,652 3,262 103,284 


