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1952 Election 

• REP-  
• Dwight D. Eisenhower  

• DEM- 
• Gov. Adlai Stevenson (IL) 

• Issues: 

• Ike pledged to end the Korea War 

• Attacks Truman’s handling of Korea, Communism, 
and corruption 
• (Won 55% of Popular Vote) 

 

 



“I Like Ike” Campaign 

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1952


Checkers Speech 









It is because we, all of us, hold to these principles that the 

political changes accomplished this day do not imply 

turbulence, upheaval or disorder. Rather this change 

expresses a purpose of strengthening our dedication and 

devotion to the precepts of our founding documents, a 

conscious renewal of faith in our country and in the 

watchfulness of a Divine Providence. 

 

The enemies of this faith know no god but force, no devotion 

but its use. They tutor men in treason. They feed upon the 

hunger of others. Whatever defies them, they torture, 

especially the truth. 

 

Freedom is pitted against slavery; lightness against the dark 



Three Concerns of Ike Presidency  

• America’s national 
preparedness to 
defeat Communism 

• The potential 
unchecked growth of 
the federal 
bureaucracy, 

• Anxiousness about 
the growth of 
American materialism 



Domestic Affairs 

• Extended Social Security to 10 Million more 
citizens 

• Raised Minimum Wage 

• Built additional public housing 

• Highway Act of 1956 : 
• Most Prominent legacy of Ike 

• 42,000 Miles of Interstate Highway  

• Links all major U.S. Cities 

• Created jobs/enhanced the trucking industry (hurts R.R.’s) 

 

 

 

 



Interstate Highway Act 



1950s Economy 

• Prosperity: 
• deficit drops 

• inflation rate 1.5% 
(lowest in history) 

• Americans had twice 
the annual income of 
those in the 20’s 

• Highest standard of 
living in the world 

 



Ike & Civil Rights 

• Brown vs. Board of Education 1954 
• Ended segregation 

• Ike opposed, but follows court order 

• Believes this is a state issue 

• Emmett Till Murder, 1955 

• Montgomery Bus Boycott, 1955 
• Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat in Montgomery, Alabama. 

• Central High School, Little Rock 1957 
• Ike sends federal troops to Little Rock to protect nine African-

American students.  

 









Foreign Affairs 

• Secretary of State: John Foster Dulles 

• Thought containment was too passive 

• Called for Brinkmanship 

• Massive Retaliation: 

• Spend less money on military/spend more money on 

Nukes 

• M.A.D. (Mutually Assured Destruction) 

• Save $$$  “More bang for the buck” 

 

 



Covert Actions 

• CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) 

• 1953-CIA overthrows government of Iran 

• Install new “Shah” 

• 1954-CIA overthrows leftist government of 

Guatemala 

 



Problems in Asia 

• Korean Armistice: 

• March, 1953 Korean War “suspends” 

• No peace treaty signed  38th parallel becomes border 

• Indochina: 

• French give up “Vietnam” in 1954 

• Division of Vietnam:  

• Geneva Convention splits Vietnam at the 17th Parallel 

• North: Communist 

• South: Anti-Communist 



Problems with USSR 

• Hungarian Revolt-’56: 

• Soviets crush a rebellion in Hungary 

• Ike refuses to sends troops (fear of WWIII) 

• Sputnik-’57: 

• USSR shocks the world by launching world’s first satellites to orbit 
Earth 

• Many question Americans technology capabilities 

• 1958-U.S.A responds with the creation of NASA 

• 2nd Berlin Crisis-’58 

• Khrushchev orders Allied troops out of Berlin 

• Tensions flare…Ike and Khrushchev meet…crisis adverted, for now… 

• U2 Incident: 

• Soviets shoot down U2 spy plane 

• Exposes U.S. tactics for gathering info 

• USSR criticized the U.S. 
 



1956 Election 



1956 Election 









1960 Election 
Today our concern must be 

with that future. For the 

world is changing. The old 

era is ending. The old ways 

will not do. 

 

Abroad, the balance of 

power is shifting. New and 

more terrible weapons are 

coming into use. 

-John F. Kennedy 

 

http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/AS08q5oYz0SFUZg9uOi4iw.aspx


VIII: The military industrial complex 

• “This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is 

new in the American experience. The total influence — economic, political, even 

spiritual — is felt in every city, every statehouse, every office of the federal government. 

We recognize the imperative need for this development. Yet we must not fail to 

comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, resources and livelihood are all involved; 

so is the very structure of our society. In the councils of government, we must guard 

against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, 

by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced 

power exists and will persist.” 

• --Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWiIYW_fBfY




Ike’s Top Accomplishments 

• 1. Kept America at Peace 

• 2. Ends the Korean War 

• 3. Balances the budget three times 

• 4. Interstate Highway Act of 1956 

• 5. Civil Rights Bill of 1957 






