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JFK Campaign

➔ Election of 1960: JFK vs. Nixon

➔ Cold War war the main focus of the campaign, not civil rights or other domestic issues

➔ Used television to get popularity

➔ The first debate between JFK and Nixon was televised and JFK took advantage of this and people 

who watched saw JFK as the winner

➔ https://youtu.be/JLXTB_S193w

https://youtu.be/JLXTB_S193w


Bay of Pigs

➔ Mission by US government to invade Cuba and  overthrow Fidel Castro

➔ JFK sent troops made up of Cuban refugees to the bay of pigs 

➔ The Plan was dependent on the Cuban people supporting the invasion and helping the American 

troops; the US government was just assuming that this would happen but they did not really have 

any idea if they would receive support

➔ Mission failed and US troops were defeated badly by Castro’s troops

➔ Considered to be one of JFK’s worst decision to send the troops into Cuba



Vienna and Berlin

➔ JFK and Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev met in Vienna and Berlin to discuss policies and views on 

how things work work out in Berlin

➔ Khrushchev took a harsh stance and wanted total control of Berlin 

➔ Berlin was the epicenter of the war: whoever could gain control of Berlin would gain control of the 

war

➔ Did not go well for JFK, Khrushchev came out of the meetings unimpressed with JFK and his ability 

to negotiate and be president



Cuban Missile Crisis

➔ The Soviet Union secretly shipped missiles, troops, and other weapons to Cuba, with leader Fidel 

Castro, so they would have a closer aim and target at the United States
◆ October 1962

➔ A US plane detected the missiles, and told President JFK, who decided to quarantine Cuba, (same 

as a blockade, but that is a war-time term) 

➔ Finally, a deal was drawn that the Soviet Union would take back their Cuban missiles, if the US 

dismantles and returns their Turkey missiles
◆ Hours away from a WWIII



Cuban Missile Crisis

JFK’s involvement:

➔ The Crisis was ultimate a result of bad communication between JFK and Khrushchev

➔ The dismantle of some of both sides of the atomic bombs lessened the tensions between the two 

factions



 

 

The letter 
communication 
was too slow, so 
after this incident 
a hotline directly 
between JFK and 
the Soviet Union 
leader 
Khrushchev was 
put up, and is 
now displayed in 
the JFK Library in 
Boston!



Mission to the Moon

➔ JFK had a fascination in space, and he did not want to become equal with the Soviet Union's space 

programs, but surpass them and beat them to the moon - it was a race

➔ JFK bumped up NASA’s budget from 7 billion to 9 billion

➔ Unfortunately JFK was shot before he could see the first man walk on the moon in 1969



Limiting Nuclear Testing

➔ Kennedy made a deal with Great Britain and the Soviet Union to limit the nuclear testing in Earth’s 

atmosphere

➔ Doing this would limit the nuclear fallout and dangers to people from radiation 

➔ One of Kennedy’s main goals was to reduce the amount of nuclear testing, which would reduce the 

tension between the countries

➔ Considered one of Kennedy’s greatest accomplishments as president



The ratification of the treaty on October 7th, 1963



Legacy

➔ JFK tends to be thought of as a great president, but if you look at what he did, his presidency was 

not as good as people think

➔ Historians are re-evaluating JFK’s presidency, he had previously been judged based on popularity, 

not accomplishments

➔ His foreign policy was still the focus of the Truman doctrine, to contain the spread of communism 
◆ Did not contain Communism very well as it spread to Cuba, and the Soviet Union became more powerful 

during his presidency


