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As the nation expanded and its population grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, led to a civil war—the course and aftermath of which transformed American society.
Key Concept 5.1: The United States became more connected with the world, pursued an expansionist foreign policy in the Western Hemisphere, and emerged as the destination for many migrants from other countries.

Key Concept 5.2: Intensified by expansion and deepening regional divisions, debates over slavery and other economic, cultural, and political issues led the nation into civil war.

Key Concept 5.3: The Union victory in the Civil War and the contested reconstruction of the South settled the issues of slavery and secession, but left unresolved many questions about the power of the federal government and citizenship rights.
	Event
	Year
	Significance
	Why is it relevant?/How could you use this information?

	American Expansion
	1845-1877
	
	

	New Territories, New Problems
	1845-1860
	
	

	Mexican-American War
	1846-1848
	
	

	Mormons Arrive in Utah
	1847
	
	

	California Gold Rush

	1848
	
	

	Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
	1848
	
	

	Thoreau’s Resistance to Civil Government
	1849
	
	

	Harriet Tubman Escapes to Philadelphia
	1849
	
	

	Compromise of 1850
	1850
	
	

	Fugitive Slave Law
	1850
	
	

	Sojourner Truth: “Ain’t I a Woman?”
	1851
	
	

	Uncle Tom’s Cabin

	1852
	
	

	First Meeting of the Republican Party
	1854
	
	

	Kansas-Nebraska Act
	1854
	
	

	Bleeding Kansas
	1855-1860
	
	

	Sumner Assaulted in the Senate
	1856
	
	

	Dred Scott Decision
	1857
	
	

	House Divided Speech
	1858
	
	

	Lincoln-Douglas Debates
	1858
	
	

	John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry
	1859
	
	

	Lincoln Elected
	1860
	
	

	Secession and Confederacy
	1860-1861
	
	

	Lincoln Inaugurated
	1861

	
	

	Attack on Fort Sumter
	1861
	
	

	Escaped Slaves Declared Contraband
	1861
	
	

	First Battle of Bull Run
	1861
	
	

	Battle of Shiloh

	1862
	
	

	Homestead Act
	1862
	
	

	Slavery Prohibited in US territories
	1862
	
	

	Habeas Corpus Suspended
	1862
	
	

	Emancipation Proclamation
	1863
	
	

	First all-black regiment in the Union authorized
	1863
	
	

	Battle of Gettysburg
	1863
	
	

	A soldier and a nurse describe Gettysburg
	1863
	
	

	Draft Riots
	1863
	
	

	Gettysburg Address
	1863
	
	

	Lincoln Reelected
	1864
	
	

	Freedman’s Bureau Established
	1865
	
	

	Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address
	1865
	
	

	Surrender at Appomattox Court House
	1865
	
	

	Lincoln assassinated
	1865
	
	

	13th Amendment ratified
	1865
	
	

	KKK organized
	1865
	
	

	Civil Rights Act of 1866
	1866


	
	

	Reconstruction Acts of 1867
	1867
	
	

	President Impeached
	1868
	
	

	14th Amendment Ratified
	1868


	
	

	Ulysses S. Grant Elected President
	1868
	
	

	15th Amendment 
	1869
	
	

	1st African American in Congress
	1870-1877
	
	

	Amnesty Act of 1872
	1872
	
	

	Panic of 1873
	1873
	
	

	Minor v. Happersett
	1874
	
	

	Election of 1876
	1876
	
	

	Compromise of 1877
	1877


	
	

	African American Exodus to Kansas
	1877-1900
	
	

	Federal Troops Withdrawn from the South
	1877
	
	


