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Pre-Packet

The Politics of the Roaring 20s: 1920-1929
I. Period Focus:
· After WWI, many Americans wished to return to the peaceful times seen before the war. During the 1920s, Americans focused on building economic prosperity. President Wilson’s stroke led to his inability to effectively lead the country during the negotiations at the end of the war and the proposed League of Nations. The economy itself was hampered by Wilson’s incapacity as well. In 1920, Americans looked to “Return to Normalcy” under GOP candidate Warren G. Harding. Harding faced deep economic problems upon entering the White House and took drastic steps to cut taxes, cut the budget, and cut unemployment. As a result, Harding’s economic policies pushed the country out of a recession and a near depression in the early 20s and also led to the largest economic growth in American history at the time. However, Harding’s administration was cut short due to his death in 1923. Harding’s successors, Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover kept Harding’s economic policies in place which helped the so-called “Roaring 20s.” However, these conservative policies eventually collapsed in 1929 and in-came the Great Depression.  
II. Essential Questions:
· Was the economy of the 1920s built on a “foundation of sand?”
· Were these conservative polices the right course of action or did they ultimately lead to the Great Depression?
· Should the GOP presidents of the 20s have done more to fend off the depression?
· Was American foreign policy during the 1920s “isolationist” or “internationalist?”

· Did the Nineteenth Amendment radically change women’s role in American life

III. People to Know:

· Note: you don’t have to identify these individuals. However, these are figures that you will be reading about and discussing in class.
· Warren G. Harding
· Calvin Coolidge
· Hebert Hoover
· Albert B. Fall
· A. Mitchell Palmer
· Charles Evans Hughes
· Sacco and Vanzetti
· John L. Lewis
· Henry Ford
· Ransom E. Olds
· J. Edgar Hoover
· Marcus Garvey
· A. Philip Randolph
IV. Vocabulary:
Section1: Americans Struggle with Postwar Issues
Communism:

Anarchist:


Section 2: Normalcy and Isolationism
Kellogg-Briand Pact:

Isolationist:

Fordney-McCumber Tariff:

Quota System:
Ohio Gang:

Teapot Dome Scandal:

Section 3: The Business of America
Urban Sprawl:
Installment Plan:

V. Categories

· Group the previous vocab words into categories that you make up. You can have as many categories as you want (you should have at least 4-5). Put the words (even the ones that I have defined for you into groups that make sense to you. Try to be as specific as you can with your group categories. 
Category 1:____________________________________

Category 3:___________________________________

Category 5:__________________________________

Category 7:____________________________________

Category 2:____________________________________________

Category 4:____________________________________________

Category 6:____________________________________________

Category 8:____________________________________________
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