The New Frontier and the Great Society: 1960-1968
I. Period Focus:
· By the late 1950s, many people in the United States felt it was time to attack the nation’s problems vigorously. After the closest election in history, Massachusetts Senator John F. Kennedy was elected the youngest president in American history in 1960. During the brief administration of JFK, his leadership and the American people were repeatedly tested by staggering challenges at home and abroad. Following his assassination in 1963, Lyndon Johnson became president and fundamentally changed the role and power of the presidency. 
II. Key Concepts

· How presidential leadership shaped domestic policy,
· How the limits of presidential power are defined by the other branches of government.

III. Essential Questions:
· Should President Kennedy have risked nuclear war to remove Soviet missiles from Cuba?

· Does the myth of John F. Kennedy outshine the reality?
IV. Period Objectives:

1. Describe important legislation Kennedy proposed during his term in office. 
2. Describe the impact that Kennedy’s assassination had on the nation.
3. Explain how Johnson’s belief in consensus helped him win the 1964 election.
4. Identify Johnson’s efforts to fight poverty in the United States. 

V. People to Know:

· Note: you don’t have to identify these individuals. However, these are figures that you will be reading about and discussing in class.
· John F. Kennedy
· Jacqueline Kennedy
· Robert F. Kennedy
· Richard Nixon
· Fidel Castro
· Nikita Khrushchev
· Lyndon B. Johnson
· Hubert H. Humphrey
· Barry Goldwater
· Ronald Reagan
· Lee Harvey Oswald
· Jack Ruby
· Abraham Zapruder
· Earl Warren
· Michael Harrington
· Ernesto Miranda
· Robert McNamara
VI. Vocabulary:
Profiles in Courage:

Flexible Response:
Bay of Pigs Invasion:

Cuban Missile Crisis:

Berlin Wall: 

Limited Test Ban Treaty:

New Frontier:

Peace Corps:

Alliance for Progress:

Kennedy Assassination, 1963:

Magic Bullet Theory: 

Pristine Bullet:

Zapruder Film

Warren Commission:
Economic Opportunity Act:

War on Poverty:

Head Start:

The Clean Air Act:

Great Society:

Conscience of a Conservative:

Medicare:

Medicaid:

Civil Rights Act of 1964:

Voting Rights Act of 1965:

Immigration Act of 1965

Warren Court:

